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*    Figures correspond to the number of seats currently filled in Parliament.
“1”  South Africa: The figures on the distribution of seats do not include the 36 special rotating delegates appointed 
      on an ad hoc basis, and all percentages given are therefore calculated on the basis of the 54 permanent seats.
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Milestones in Women’s Political 
Participation in Lebanon 

1952 Establishment of the Lebanese 
Women’s Council 

Decree issued granting 
suffrage to literate women

1953 
Law establishing right of 
women to vote and to run 
for parliamentary office 

First woman candidate 
(Emily Ibrahim)

CEDAW   Article (4) 
 
     
     “Adoption by States Parties of temporary special measures 
    aimed at accelerating de facto equality between men and 
    women shall not be considered discrimination as defined 
    in the present Convention, but shall in no way entail as a 
    consequence the maintenance of unequal or separate 
    standards; these measures shall be discontinued when the 
    objectives of equality of opportunity and treatment have 
    been achieved.”

1*

Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Discrimination against Women (1995), ractified by Lebanon on 1997  *



1957 
Law establishing equal right 
of all men and women to be 
registered as voters

First woman elected to 
Parliament (Myrna Boustani)

Law establishing equal right for 
women to vote and to run for 
municipal office 

1991 Nayla Mouawad 
elected to Parliament

1992 
Nayla Mouawad, Bahia Hariri, 
Maha Khoury Asaad elected to 
Parliament

1995 
Lebanon participates in the 4th 
World Conference on Women 
and signs the Beijing Declaration

Bahia Hariri, Nayla Mouawad, 
Nouhad Soueid elected to 
Parliament

1996 

1997 Lebanon signs and 
ratifies CEDAW

2000
Bahia Hariri, Nayla Mouawad, 
Ghinwa Jalloul elected to 
Parliament

2004
First women appointed as 
Ministers (Layla Solh Hemadeh, 
Wafaa Dika Hamze)

2005
Bahia Hariri, Nayla Mouawad, 
Ghinwa Jalloul, Gilberte Zouein, 
Sethrida Geagea, Solange Gemayel
elected to Parliament

2006
The Boutros Commission for 
the Reform of the Electoral Law 
proposed a Women’s Quota

2009
Bahia Hariri, Gilberte Zouein, 
Nayla Tueini, Sethrida Geagea
elected to Parliament

1963 



In 2009, only 4 out 
of 128 deputies in 
Lebanon are 
women.

Lebanon ranks among the 
14 countries with the least 
women representation 
in Parliament worldwide.

Women in Parliament

--- --- ---

1963 1964 1968 1972 1991 1992 1996 2000 2005 2009

20132009

Women Candidates

1.7%

6.2%

12 
  out of 702  

2005

3.5%

14 
  out of 448  

Beirut 3

Beirut 2

Beirut 1

Minnieh-Dinnieh

Baalbeck

Hermel

West Bekaa

Rashaya

Marjayoun

Hasbaya

ZghartaKoura

Bcharre

Zahle

Batroun

Jbeil

Keserwan

Metn

Baabda

Aley

Chouf

Zahrany

Saida

Tyr

Bint Jbeil

Jezzine

Nabatieh

Tripoli

Beirut

Akkar

Women candidates 

registered in 17 out
 of 26 districts

2013

Women candidates 
ran in 10 out 
of 26 districts

2009

*

44 
  out of 705  

Elections were postponed after candidate registration took place  *



CEDAW  Article 7

    “States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to 
    eliminate discrimination against women in the political 
    and public life of the country and, in particular, shall 
    ensure to women, on equal terms with men, the right:

 (a) To vote in all elections and public referenda and to be 
 eligible for election to all publicly elected bodies;
 (b) To participate in the formulation of government policy 
 and the implementation thereof and to hold public office 
 and perform all public functions at all levels of government;
 (c) To participate in non-governmental organizations and 
 associations concerned with the public and political life 
 of the country.”

Six out of 74 cabinets have included 
women Ministers since 1942 

Voters Who Voted

Source: pcm.gov.lb

Source: elections.gov.lb

2004 2005 2008 2009 2014

Raya El Hassan
Minister of Finance

Mona Ofeich
Minister of State 

Alice Chabtini
Minister of the 

Displaced

Nayla Moawad 
Minister of 
Social Affairs

Layla Solh Hamade
Minister of Industry

Wafaa Dika Hamze
Minister of State for 
Parliamentary Affairs

Bahia Hariri 
Minister of Education

19.8%Members of Registration Committees 

Heads of Registration Committees

18 out of 393

49 out of 131 37%

51.2%   1,668,527
out of 3,259,198

  1,791,672
out of 3,514,588

  875,102
out of 1,670,199

29.8%Members of Higher Registration Committees

Heads of Higher Registration Committees 21%

22.1%Polling Station Officials 

2009

2014

2009

2009

Women Registered Voters

51.2%

52.4%

62 out of 208

11 out of 52

3096 
out of 14000


